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The  Medical  Officer's  Report 


To  : The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  sanitary  conditions,  the  vital  statistics  relating 
to  the  Rural  District  for  1956.  The  report  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  the  circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  has  on  the 
whole  been  very  good.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  any 
serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases.  The  majority  of 
deaths  during  the  year  were  in  the  higher  age  groujps. 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been 
low  and  infectious  cases  have  been  promptly  isolated  by 
the  Chest  Physicians  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  males  being  accommodated  in  Talgarth  Sanitorium 
and  the  females  in  the  Adelina  Patti  Memorial  Hospital 
Penycae. 

The  Council  has  continued  energetically  with  its 
post-war  programme  of  building  new  houses  including  a 
proportion  of  Old  Age  Pensioners  flats.  The  allocation  of 
the  new  houses  is  carried  out  under  a Points  Scheme, 
additional  points  are  allocated  to  a family  having  a case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  living  with  them.  Special  consid- 
eration is  given  to  those  families  where  a case  of  active 
disease  is  occupying  the  same  bedroom  with  a healthy 
person. 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  1920-1956 — 991 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  1945-1856 — 582 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  during  1956 — 24 
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There  liave  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
notified  during  the  year.  Inspections  have  been  carried  out 
at  regular  intervals  of  various  food  handling  stores,  bake- 
houses, licensed  premises,  school  canteens  and  dining  halls, 
works  canteens,  and  shops  selling  Ice  Cream  under  licence. 
Minor  defects  have  been  pointed  out  and  corrected  by 
those  responsible. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings 
under  the  Bye-Laws  or  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu- 
lations 1955. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47.  No  action 
has  been  necessary  under  this  Section  during  the  year  1956. 

School  Medical  Services,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  and  the  provision  of  School  meals  are  administered 
by  the  Breconshire  County  Council. 

I wish  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  helpful  consideration  and  co-operation  in 
all  matters  affecting  Public  Health.  Also  the  Officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  help  in  all  matters  ajDpertaining  to  the 
duties  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  & Members, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  TATE,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  M.R.C.P.,  U.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

There  are  seven  piped  water  supplies  in  the  area,  five 
of  which  are  chlorinated.  The  water  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity  and  every  house  has  its  own  pijped 
supply  except  in  the  case  of  some  few  scattered  dwellings 
such  as  isolated  farms.  No  water  Supply  in  the  district  is 
liable  to  plumbo  solvent  action.  There  have  been  no 
evidence  of  any  form  of  contamination.  There  are  no  stand 
pipe  supplies. 

Appended  is  a list  of  bacteriological  examinations 
carried  out  : — 


2 


Date 

Water  Supply 

Result 

4/  1 /56 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

4/1/56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

4/  1 /56 

Colbren 

Satisfactory 

4/  1 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

1/  2 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

1/  2 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

29/ 2 /56 

Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

29/  2 /56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

29/ 2 /56 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

29/ 2 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

4/  4 /56 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

4/  4 /56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

4/  4 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

4/  4 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

2/  5 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

2/  5 /56 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

2/  5 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

2/  5 /56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

6/  6 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

6/  6 /56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

6/  6 /56 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

6/  6 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Unsatisfactory 

4/  7 /56 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

4/  7 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

4/  7 /56 

Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

4/  7 /56 

. . . Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Unsatisfactory 

3/  8 /56 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

3/  8 /56 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

3/  8 /56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

3/  8 /56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

11/9/56 

. . . Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

11/9/56 

. . . Colbren 

Unsatisfactory 

11/9/56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

11/9/56 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

10/10/56 

. . . Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

10/10/56 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

10/10/56 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

10/10/56 

. . . Penwyllt 

Fairly 

Satisfactory 

10/10/56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

7/11/56 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 
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Date 

Water  Supply 

Result 

7/11/56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

. . . Satisfactory 

7/11/56 

. . . Colbren 

. . . Satisfactory 

7/11/56 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

5/12/56 

. . . Penwyllt 

. . . Satisfactory 

5/12/56 

. . . Lion  Supply 

. . . Satisfactory 

5/12/56 

. . . Colbren 

. . . Satisfactory 

5/12/56 

. . . Garwleisiau 

. . . Satisfactory 

5/12/56 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

. . . Satisfactory 

SEWERAGE 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  on  main  drainage  with  one 
sewerage  disposal  works.  The  disposal  plant  has  been 
working  normally  and  the  sewerage  effluent  complies  with 
the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commission. 


STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS 

The  district  consists  of  two  Parishes,  Ystradgynlais 
Higher  and  Ystradgynlais  Lower  their  respective  areas 
13,182  and  9,016,  a total  of  22,198  acres. 

Population : 11,580. 

Industries  : Ystradgynlais  Lower  is  more  industrial  in 
nature  than  Ystradgynlais  Higher  and  is  more  thickly 
populated.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  watch 
making,  light  engineering,  and  furniture  manufacture, 
quarrying  and  agriculture. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Births  : — 

Total  : 175;  170  legitimate;  5 illegitimate. 

Males  : 87;  83  legitimate;  4 illegitimate. 

Females  : 88;  87  legitimate;  1 illegitimate. 

(b)  Still  Births  : Males  3;  Females  2. 

Showing  a Birth  Rate  of  15.1  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 
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Deaths  ; Total  134;  Males  : 90;  Females  44. 


Being  a Death  Rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Causes  of  Death-: — 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

1 

Meningococcal  infections  

1 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung,  bronchus 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  Ulterus  

0 

2 

Other  malignant  & neoplasms  

6 

4 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

8 

Coronary  disease  

21 

3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

0 

2 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

7 

Other  circulatory  disease  

5 

4 

Pneumonia  

2 

0 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

Other  diseases  of  resjDiratory  system 

8 

0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

0 

Hyperlpasia  of  prostrate  

2 

0 

Congenital  malformations  

5 

0 

Other  diseases  

5 

4 

Motor  accidents  

2 

0 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

Suicide  

2 

0 

Total  : 

90 

44 

Chief  Notifiable  Diseases  : — 

Measles  7 Erysipelas 

...0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  5 Dysentry 

. 6 

Scarlet  Fever  0 Paratyphoid  B 

. 0 

Diptheria  0 Gastric  Enteritis 

. 0 

Meningitis  0 Puerpural 

pyrexia 

. 0 

Salmonella  0 Meningococcal 

Poliomyelitis  1 Infection  

. 1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  Notified  : — 


Male  Female  Total 
Respiratory  3 ...  2 ...  5 
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Non-Respiratory 
Deaths  : — 
Respiratory 
Non-Respiratory 


0 


2 


2 


0 

1 


0 

0 


0 
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The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been 
low.  7 new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  the 
cases  were  visited  and  advised  as  to  isolation  pending 
admission  to  Sanatoria.  The  waiting  period  was  of  short 
duration  and  they  were  all  dealt  with  expeditiously  by 
the  Chest  Physician  for  the  area. 

Local  Health  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  1946,  are  carried  out  by  the  Brecon 
County  Council  and  have  worked  efficiently. 


General  Medical — Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory, 
General  Hospital,  Swansea. 

Water  Supplies — Public  Health  Laboratory  Services, 
Carmarthen. 

Milk — Public  Health  Laboratory  Services,  Carmarthen. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

Infectious  Diseases — The  Infectious  diseases  Hospital 
is  situated  at  Hill  House,  Swansea,  and  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

General  Hospital  Facilities — General  Hospital  Facili- 
ties are  provided  for  at  Swansea  General  Hospital, 
Morriston  Hospital,  and  the  West  Glamorgan  Hospital  at 
Neath,  all  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  Services — There  are  two  Ambulances 
stationed  in  the  district  and  they  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Brecon  County  Council. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  general  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
area,  the  housing  conditions  and  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  food  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1956. 

36  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year,  24  in 
traditional  houses  and  12  in  flats.  6 of  the  latter  being 
allocated  to  Old  Age  Pensioners.  Following  the  Housing 
Survey  of  unfit  houses  carried  out  and  reported  on  in 
1955  no  action  was  taken  with  Slum  Clearance  during  the 
year. 

Two  old  slaughterhouses  were  repaired  during  the 
year  and  were  registered.  Inspections  were  systemati- 
cally made  at  these  and  with  only  two  to  cope  with  and 
a limited  amount  of  slaughtering  carried  on  therein  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  a 100%  inspection  of  all  animals 
slaughtered. 

Fried  fish  shops,  sausage  making  premises,  canteens 
and  general  food  shops  were  all  systematically  inspected 
and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  thrice  weekly  refuse  collection  was  maintained, 
but  the  method  of  allowing  the  public  to  place  their 
refuse  in  broken  or  discarded  and  lidless  buckets  is  getting 
more  and  more  unsatisfactory  and  with  the  urbanisation 
of  the  district  proceeding  apace  the  Council  will  sooner 
or  later  be  forced  to  exercise  their  powers  under  Section 
75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  in  respect  of  the 
provision  of  proper  refuse  bins. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (Housing 

Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts)  1456 


Water  Supply  28 

Drainage  58 

Housing  Inspections  647 

Infectious  Diseases  16 

Verminous  Premises  0 

Dairies  and  Milk  Vehicles  1 

Factories  and  Workshops  4 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Butchers  18 

Canteens  38 

Fishmongers  7 

Grocers  50 

Fried  Fish  Shops  8 

Ice-Cream  7 

Bakehouses  18 

Miscellanous  Food  Visits  41 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  95 

Infestation  5 

Food  Preparing  Premises  105 

Shops  10 

Sampling  Visits  : — 

Milk  12 

Ice-Cream  11 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  29 

Public  Conveniences  110 

Miscellanous  Sanitary  Visits  27 

Slaughterhouses  105 

Meat  Inspection  visits  4 

Schools  2 


1456 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during 

the  year.  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts).  ...  647 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purposes  647 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  19 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  16 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  2 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 

undertaking  given  by  owners  under  Section  11  ...  4 

(A)  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Water  Act  0 

(5)  Number  complied  with  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936 

1.  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  0 

2.  Number  of  Separate  tenants  in  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Under  the  Housing  Acts  : 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  0 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  0 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  0 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  0 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  16 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  19 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  5 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  2 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Public  Cleansing  — both  collection  and  disposal  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  3 collections  weekly  are 
made  with  the  exception  of  the  main  shopping  centre  where 
the  collections  are  carried  out  daily.  The  Karrier  Bantam 
lorries  have  maintained  their  high  standard  of  service,  but 
the  Fordson  stand-by  lorry,  which  is  mainly  used  by  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  will  need  a complete  overhaul  soon 
if  it  is  to  be  kept  on  the  road.  Tipping  is  maintained  at 
Pantmawr,  Penycae,  Brynderi  and  Colbren  Farm  and  the 
work  of  filling  in  waste  ground  and  dangerous  pools  at 
Brynderi  and  Colbren  continues  satisfactorily.  No  serious 
nuisance  due  to  tip  fires  were  experienced  and  rodents  were 
kept  down  to  a minimum  by  constant  attention  to  the  tips 
by  the  rodent  operator. 

The  unsatisfactory  method  of  allowing  the  public  to 
place  their  refuse  in  broken  and  discarded  lidless  buckets 
is  to  be  deplored  and  enforcement  of  Sec.  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936  requiring  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises 
to  provide  regulation  bins  would  surely  bring  a reward  to 
the  locality  both  in  terms  of  health  and  appearance.  Stray- 
ing mountain  ponies  and  sheep  almost  daily  wander  the 
streets  in  the  early  morning  nosing  and  tipping  the  lidless 
receptacles  leaving  a trail  of  refuse  strewn  streets  in  their 
wake  and  I earnestly  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  their 
powers  in  this  respect. 
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SCHEME  FOR  PROVIDING 
REFUSE  BINS 


Sec.  75  of  the  Public  Plealth  Act  1936  empowers  a local 
authority  who  as  respects  their  district  or  any  part  thereof 
have  undertaken  the  removal  of  house  refuse  may  by 
notice  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  to 
provide  such  number  of  covered  dustbins  for  the  reception 
of  house  refuse  of  such  material,  size  and  construction  as 
the  Authority  may  approve. 

The  number  of  bins  required  for  the  whole  district 
would  be  appro.ximately  3,000,  one  thousand  of  which 
would  go  to  the  Council  tenants.  The  price  of  the  Galvan- 
ised Dreadnought  Dustbins  and  co\'er,  of  capacity  P/2  cubic 
feet  is  31/8d.  per  lots  of  1000  and  should  the  Council 
embark  on  a scheme  they  could  : — 

1.  Provide  the  bin  at  a rental  of  5/-  per  annum  which 
would  take  a little  over  6 years  to  recover  capital 
expenditure.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  bin  is  of  heavy 
construction  and  should  last  this  period. 

2.  Provide  the  bins  free  and  recover  the  e.xpense  out  of 
rates.  This  would  involve  an  expenditure  of  approxi- 
mately £4.500  which  means  a l/3d.  rate  which  possibly 
could  be  spread  over  a period. 

3.  Sell  the  bins  outright  to  the  public  and  I would  query 
our  powers  in  this  respect. 

DISINFECTION 

The  figure  of  8 houses  disinfected  during  the  year  is  a 
reflection  on  the  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the 
locality.  Fumigation  by  formalin  gas  was  carried  out  in 
each  case  and  a free  supply  of  liquid  disinfectant  distributed 
for  the  use  of  the  householders,  concerned  in  washing  down 
the  premises,  bed  clothes,  drains,  etc. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  have  been  registered  as  Dealers  and 
Distributors  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  : — 

Dealers  T.T.  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 
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Dealers  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  18 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Sterilised  ...  ...  1 

Dealers  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  5 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  L3 


Milk  delivery  vans  were  regularly  inspected  under  the 
Milk  & Dairies  Regulations  1949  and  were  found  to  be 
satisfactorily  kept.  During  the  year  30  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  analysis  and  of  this  eleven  were  from 
Schools  in  the  area  — only  one  sample  \yas  reported  upon 
as  being  unsatisfactory. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  dumping  of  milk  on  the 
highways  by  wholesalers  to  be  picked  up  later  by  retailers 
has  now  ceased. 


ICE  CREAM 


Only  three  i^remises  are  now  used  in  the  district  for 
the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream — the  greater  quantity  of  this 
commodity  now  being  sold  in  prepacked  form  in  shops  and 
received  from  the  large  nationally  known  manufacturers 
from  without  the  area. 


The  local  ice  cream  factories  are  regularly  inspected 
particularly  during  the  summer  months  and  a satisfactory 
degree  of  cleanliness  is  always  observed.  18  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis  from  these  premises  with  the  following 
results  : — 


No.  of  Samples 
No.  in  Grade  1 
No.  in  Grade  2 
No.  in  Grade  3 
No.  in  Grade  4 


18 

12 

3 

2 

1 


It  is  again  encouraging  to  note  from  these  figures  that 
by  far  the  greatest  number  of  samples  were  placed  in  Grade 
1 and  that  only  1 was  placed  in  Grade  4.  This  again  is  an 
improvement  on  last  year’s  figures. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

A Register  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  is  kept  and  five 
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premises  ihroughout  the  area  have  becm  registered. 
Inspections  are  made  during  daytime  when  preparation  lor 
the  evening’s  business  is  carried  on  and  also  occasional 
visits  are  made  during  the  evening.  I have  had  no  cause 
to  report  any  serious  breach  of  the  regulations. 

PRESERVED  FOODS 

10  premises  have  been  registered  under  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act  as  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  pre- 
served foods.  Tliese  are  butcheis  shops  or  butchery  depts. 
at  Co-operative  Stores  where  sausages  are  made.  A 
separate  room  is  used  for  the  manufacturing  process  and  a 
high  standard  of  cleanliness  is  demanded  at  these  f>remises. 
The  premises  including  the  utensils  are  inspected  and 
examined  thoroughly  and  every  effort  is  made  to  inspect 
these  premises  at  least  once  a week,  more  often  than  not 
during  the  hours  of  manufacturing. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

During  the  year  the  two  following  slaughterhouses 
were  registered  ; — 

1.  Danygraig  Colbren  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Jeffreys. 

2.  Glangiedd  Cwmgiedd  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Thomas. 
These  slaughterhouses  are  inspected  regularly  together 

with  all  animals  slaughtered  therein. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Inspections  were  systematically  made  at  the  Colbren 
and  Cwmgiedd  Slaughterhouses  and  with  only  two 
slaughterhouses  to  cope  with  and  a limited  amount  of 
slaughtering  it  was  possible  to  attain  a 100%  inspection  of 
all  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year.  In  all  89  visits 
were  made  for  this  purpose  and  the  following  is  a table  of 
animals  inspected  : — 


Animals  Inspected 

Parts  Condemned 
Diseases  exicept 
T.B.  & Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcasses 
Condemned.  All 
Diseases  except 
Cysticerci 

Beasts  ...  32 

Cows  ...  31 

Cattle  ...  2 

Sheep  . . . 350 

Pigs  32 

40  Parts 
Weight  191  lbs. 
8%  of  total  killed 

1 Sheep.  Weight 
30  lbs. 
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Meat  iinp(;rled  into  the  district  is  also  inspected  from 
time  to  time  and  during  the  year  126  lbs.  was  condemned. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1953 

Applications  were  received  from  3 Slaughterers  for  a 
licence  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above  Act  and  all 
these  were  granted. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Food  Shops,  Canteens  and  Restaurants  were  visited 
regularly.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  came  into  force 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  all  food  preparing 
premises  to  which  they  apply  have  been  brought  into  com- 
pliance regarding  the  all  important  requirement  of  tlie 
installation  of  hot  water.  Posters  are  often  distributed  at 
these  premises  and  advice  given  and  there  is  a full  measure 
of  co-operation  between  the  Dept,  and  the  Managements 
in  putting  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  into  practical 
effect.  Warnings  of  contravention  of  the  above  Regulations 
have  been  sent  to  three  wholesale  bakers  selling  bread  in 
the  district.  The  complaint  in  each  case  was  in  respect  of 
the  conditions  of  the  Vans,  sufficient  precautions  not  having 
been  taken  to  protect  the  bread  from  contamination  by 
dirt.  A retailer  of  bread  was  also  warned  for  wrapping 
loaves  in  newspaper,  this  being  a specified  offence  under 
the  Regulations.  A digest  of  the  regulations  is  being  circu- 
lated to  all  food  handling  premises  and  the  person  in  charge 
is  asked  to  display  the  regulations  in  a prominent  place 
where  it  can  be  read  by  the  employees.  In  all,  a total  of 
285  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  of  one  description 
or  another  and  following  is  a table  of  food  condemned 
during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Cheese  : 66  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit  : 82  Tins. 
Tinned  Peas  : 349  Tins. 
Tinned  Fish  : 14  Tins. 
Cake  Mixture  : 39  Pkts. 
Flour  : 18  Pkts. 

Soup  : 92  Pkts. 


Custard  Powder  : 14  Pkts. 
Puddings  : 9 Tins. 

Jam  : 8 Tins. 

Baked  Beans  : 12  Tins. 
Sausages  : 10  lbs. 

Cooked  Ham  : 50  lbs. 
Bacon  : 110  lbs. 
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Creamolii  : 8 Pkts. 

Tinned  Tomatoes  ; 25  Tins. 
Tinned  Meat  : 32  Tins. 


Sweets  ; 2 qrs. 

Crisps  : 2 Tins. 

Tinned  Milked  : 10  Tins. 
VitacLip  : 14  Tins. 


SEWAGE  EFFLUENT 

Samples  of  Effluent  were  taken  at  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Works  prior  to  being  discharged  into  the  River 
Tawe  and  on  these  the  Public  Analyst  summarised  as 
follows  : — 

Sample  No.  1 (20th  March  1956).  This  was  a good 
effluent.  Oxidation  was  well  advanced  as  shown  by  the 
nitrate  figure  and  the  amount  of  unoxidised  nitrogenous 
organic  matter  (as  given  by  the  Albuminoid  Ammonia)  was 
satisfactorily  low.  The  values  for  the  Biochemical  Oxygen 
Demand  and  the  matter  in  suspension  complied  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  sewage 
disposal. 

Sample  No.  2 (17th  August  1956).  This  effluent  was 
highly  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  organic  matter  had  been 
oxidised  and  the  B.O.D.  was  below  the  Royal  Commission 
standard  of  2 parts  per  100,000. 

Sample  No.  3 (12th  December  1956).  This  was  a satis- 
factory effluent.  Most  of  the  nitrogenous  organic  matter 
had  been  oxidised.  Both  the  Biological  Oxygen  Demand 
and  the  matter  in  suspension  were  low.  It  was  suitable 
for  discharge  into  any  river  or  stream. 

HOUSING 

The  inspection  and  repairs  of  old  houses  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  was  maintained  and 
in  all  647  Housing  inspections  were  made  and  21  houses 
were  rendered  fit  by  owners,  19  as  the  result  of  Informal 
Notices  and  2 following  Formal  Notices.  During  the  year 
24  houses  and  12  fiats  were  erected  and  occupied  and  these 
were  situated  at  Henneuadd,  Tanygarth,  Heol  Lynden,  and 
Rhydwen  Glanrhyd.  In  all  36  families  were  rehoused,  6 
of  which  were  Old  Age  Pensioners. 
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RAINFALL 


Rainfall  figures  for  the  year  : — 
January 
February  ... 
xVIarch 
April 
May 
June 

July  

August  

September 

October 

November 

December 


6.35  ins. 
4.66  ins. 
5.17  ins. 

5.16  ins. 
2.65  ins. 

3.17  ins. 

5.21  ins. 
8 02  ins. 
7.20  ins. 
2.59  ins. 
2.31  ins. 

6.22  ins. 


Total  58.71  ins. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  during  the  year  is 
summarised  as  follows  ; — 


No.  Treated 

Points 

Laid 

Est 

Killed 

Bodies 

Found 

Sewers 

All  Sections 

105 

140 

16 

Refuse  Tips 

14 

744 

840 

240 

River  Banks 

9 

890 

646 

188 

Premises 

459 

2854 

1493 

468 

TOTALS 

482 

4593 

3119 

912 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 
Public  Health  Inspector. 
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